NEW GUIDELINES USHER IN NEW APPROACH TO CONSTRUCTION AND DEMOLITION WASTE MANAGEMENT
"These guidelines will radically alter the way we manage construction and demolition (C&D) waste; hopefully they will also change the mindset of practitioners in the industry towards greater recycling of C&D waste" so said Mr. Dick Roche, T.D., Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government today (25 July).  The Minister was speaking when he launched the new Best Practice Guidelines on the Preparation of Waste Management Plans for Construction & Demolition Projects.  The Minister was joined at today's launch by Mr. Sean Hegarty, Chairman, National Construction and Demolition Waste Council (NCDWC); the Council have formally endorsed the Guidelines.

"The aim of these Guidelines which apply to public and private sector projects, is to promote sustainable development, environmental protection and the optimum use of resources.  I want the concept of Reduce, Reuse, Recycle to be a 'front-of-mind' priority for all practitioners in this industry and I believe that over time they will achieve the necessary change in mindset to ensure further improved waste management performance in the sector" the Minister added.

The Guidelines introduce the concept of on-site waste management planning for projects above certain thresholds and will provide a blueprint for designers, developers, practitioners and competent authorities, for the proper management of construction and demolition wastes.  This 'cradle-to-grave' approach will apply through the various stages of a project from design and planning through to the completion of construction", the Minister said.

The Minister went on to say that C&D waste stream remains a formidable challenge.  The EU has reported that an estimated 500m tonnes of this waste is generated annually in the EU.  In Ireland in 2004 we generated over 11m tonnes.  While our national recovery rate of 85.2% is impressive this is mainly made up of soil and stones; we still have a long way to go in terms of achieving high recycling rates for core C&D materials.  The Minister noted that the audit and reporting arrangements which the Guidelines incorporate would make a significant improvement towards tracking waste flows for C&D waste and to improving data collection generally.

Welcoming the new Guidelines, NCDWC Chairman, Sean Hegarty said: "In recent years, the construction industry has been to the forefront in dealing with the complex issue of waste management.  The industry responded in a very positive way to the original 1998 Government policy document on waste management in Changing Our Ways.  The NCDWC has a very high level of support from all organisations and professional bodies involved in the construction industry and all took a proactive role in contributing to the consultative process which has now led to these Guidelines.  The Guidelines which have been formally endorsed by the Council will be a key driver in improving the way we manage this waste stream at a time of high activity in the construction sector.  I call on everyone involved in the construction industry to support the guidelines and the best way of achieving of this is for everyone to implement them for their own projects."
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Note for Editors
Best Practice Guidelines on the Preparation of Waste Management Plans for Construction and Demolition Projects.

The construction/demolition industry is one of the largest waste producers in Ireland.  The EU Commission estimate that some 500m tonnes of this waste is produced annually in the Union.  The EPA's National Waste Report 2004 estimates that over 11 million tonnes of C&D waste was generated in 2004.  Much of the increase is attributed to growth in the construction industry.

C&D waste management in Ireland has historically been characterised by an over-reliance on landfill as a disposal route.  There is an essential need to move from this position, to a position where it will be a model for sustainable waste management.  While Ireland's rate of recovery at 85.2% is quite high - this is mainly accounted for by soil and stones; recycling rates for core C&D waste materials is relatively low.

Aim of Guidelines 
The purpose of these Guidelines which were first published in draft form in September 2004, is to promote an integrated approach to C&D waste management, throughout the duration of a project.  They are designed to promote sustainable development, environmental protection and the optimum use of resources.  The draft guidelines provide guidance on the preparation of construction and demolition waste management plans for certain classes of project, which exceed specified threshold limits.  The Guidelines emphasise that management of C&D waste should respect the waste management hierarchy of options with waste prevention and minimisation being the first priority succeeded by reuse and recycling.  Disposal should only be considered as a last resort and suggestions are made as to how the latter can be avoided.

Project C&D Waste Management Plans
The Guidelines also provide designers, developers, practitioners and competent authorities with an agreed basis for the determining the adequacy of Project C&D Waste Management Plans.  Developers of projects with significant potential for the generation of C&D waste should prepare an on-site C&D waste management plan.  In particular, on-site C&D waste management plans should be prepared for projects which are in excess of any of the following thresholds - 

(1) New residential development of 10 houses or more;

(2) New developments other than (1) above, including institutional, educational, health and other public facilities, with an aggregate floor area in excess of 1,250 m2;

(3) Demolition/renovation/refurbishment projects generating in excess of 100m3 in volume, of C&D waste;

(4) Civil Engineering projects producing in excess of 500m3 of waste, excluding waste materials used for development works on the site.

While the Guidelines may operate generally on a voluntary basis, planning authorities may attach a condition to permissions for the types of development outlined above.  Section 34(4)(l) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 permits the attachment of conditions relating to C&D waste management.  A suggested text for the condition is included in the Guidelines with the aim of ensuring  a consistent approach by planning authorities.

While outline Project Waste Management Plans will be submitted as part of the planning application the detailed plan is to be submitted to the Environment/Waste Management Section of the local authority for agreement prior to Commencement Notice stage.  The developer will be entitled to proceed to implement the Plan as submitted unless the Authority indicates, within 6 weeks from the date of receipt of the Plan, that there is a difficulty with the submitted plan.

Auditing
The Guidelines provide detailed guidance on the essential components of a C&D waste management plan including tracking, through internal auditing.  They also require the submission of summary reports of such audits to be submitted to the local authority.  This will assist in improving information on waste flows in the construction industry sector.  Appendix 3 gives an example of an indicative Project C&D Waste Management Plan.

Consultation
The Guidelines, which were drawn up following recommendations made by two sub-committees of the National Construction and Demolition Waste Council in relation to construction and demolition waste management plans, have gone through a detailed consultative process.  The NCDWC has co-ordinated this work and the guidelines were formally endorsed by the Council.

Further Information
Guidelines are attached below and also on www.environ.ie    Queries should be addressed to Paris Beausang (Tel.: 888 2606; fax: 888 2994; e.mail paris_beausang@environ.ie), Frances Morrissey (Tel.: 888 2773; e-mail: frances_morrissey@environ.ie ), Waste Prevention & Recovery Section, Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, Custom House Dublin 1
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